
Aqua Research Infrastructure 

Services for the health and 

protection of our unique, oceans, 

seas and freshwater ecosystems

The AQUARIUS project will provide access to a highly comprehensive suite of integrated research infrastructures appropriate 
to addressing significant challenges for the long-term sustainability of our unique oceans, seas and freshwater ecosystems.

Contact: aquarius@marine.ie



Coordinator: Marine Institute
Funding: 14.5M€
Duration: 48 Months
Start Date: 1st March 2024
Finish Date: 29th February 2028
Number of Partners: 41 (+ 4 affiliated partners)
Work Packages: 7

Research Infrastructures:
• Research Vessels (18)
• Mobile Marine Observation Platforms (12)
• Aircraft, Drones and Satellite (6)
• Seafloor observatories and data buoys (11)
• Mobile and Fixed Freshwater Research Facilities (4)
• Experimental Research Facilities (6)



AQUARIUS Training and Education Opportunities 
Research Infrastructure Technical Training
• Training Needs Analysis & Ad hoc Training for RI Users
• AQUARIUS Technical Training Hub - Marine Training Material Repository
• Floating University & Internship Open Calls
• Data Management and data stewardship Training
• Virtual Access and Analytics Training

Floating University 
Floating Universities will take place onboard:
• CNR RV Gaia Blu: focus on Pollution in the Mediterranean Lighthouse 

area, in collaboration with other Research Infrastructures (split over 
annual cruise)

• Floating University on board SLU RV SVEA: focused on Environment 
Monitoring, Baltic Sea

Internship Open Calls
The AQUARIUS Internship Programme will include:
• Spare berths on AQUARIUS Research Vessels 
• Places on AQUARIUS Partner Summers Schools



EUROFLEETS+ EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

Eurofleets+ Final Project Review, 24th January 2024, Virtual Meeting

This project has received funding 

from the EU H2020 research and 

innovation programme under Grant 

Agreement No 824077



FLOATING UNIVERSITY

Eurofleets+ Final Conference, 13th September 2023, Brussels, Belgium

A series of ship-based training initiatives in marine related sciences areas such as
scientific instrumentation, the collection and processing of samples, data analysis, 
quality control, and processing.

Designed for Early Stage Researchers (ESRs) and it will contribute to consolidate their
careers, develop a network of colleagues and in turn could transfer knowledge to a 
large number of mentored students in a downflow cascading process

6
CALLS

110 
APPLICATIONS

SUBMITTED

39
PARTICIPANTS

19
NATIONALITIES



TASK 6.2 TRAINING AND EDUCATION THROUGH 
ACCESS AND EXCHANGE

Eurofleets+ Final Project Review, 24th January 2024, Virtual Meeting

 Ef - NF Pogo: RV DANA, BITS Cruise (2 to 17 November 2021)

 Ef+ - NF POGO: R/V DANA, IESNS cruise (22 April – 6 May 2022)

 Ef+: R/V BELGICA, Cadiz-Portimao cruise (1-8 June 2022)

 Ef+ - NF POGO: R/V DANA, HERAS cruise (25 June – 8 July 2022)

 Ef+ - NF POGO: R/V DANA, IBTS cruise (15 Aug – 2 Sept 2022)

 Ef+: R/V SARMIENTO DE GAMBOA, EF+ TA SINES cruise (1 Sep – 20 Oct 2022)

 Ef+ - NF POGO: R/V DANA, IBTS cruise (17 Aug – 4 Sept 2023)

6 Marine Internships



BLUE SKILL LABS, WEBINAR & WORKSHOPS

Eurofleets+ Final Conference, 13th September 2023, Brussels, Belgium

New technologies have remarkably extended the scope of marine research and now
offer exciting novel perspectives for pioneering research. 

Proposed dedicated training courses to enable the next generation of marine 
researchers to fully utilize the possibilities offered by this kind of scientific
instrumentation onboard European research vessels.

6
CALLS

55 
APPLICATIONS

SUBMITTED

40
PARTICIPANTS

16
NATIONALITIES



EUROFLEETS AISBL  PHASE 1 (2024 - 2026)
Coordinating European training mechanisms.

During the Eurofleets projects, onshore and offshore training courses were proposed by consortium

members.

Based on feedback from previous training courses, the proposal for EF RI is to develop training

proposals :

1. under the aegis of EF RI alone,

2. in cooperation with research organizations or universities already involved in training programs

Manage updated fleet information portal.

The main information themes available on the portal should be :

• Cruise programs and Cruise Summary Reports database,

• Spare berths available on research vessel cruises,

• Eurofleets heritage documents (including Training Manuals and Materials)



THANK YOU 

www.eurofleets.eu

Email: eurofleetsplus@marine.ie

This project has received funding 

from the EU H2020 research and 

innovation programme under Grant 

Agreement No 824077

http://www.eurofleets.eu/

