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Present on every coast in metropolitan France And in the three major oceans

A workforce of 1,660 people, 

among which 700 engineers and researchers, 

155 doctoral students and 25 post-docs

A few words about Ifremer
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Operator of the French oceanographic fleet 
unified since 2018

30 years of oceanographic campaigns

• Shipowner of the French 
oceanographic fleet (17 vessels,
6 underwater devices)

• 100% Ifremer subsidiary
• 390 sailors, engineers, technicians 

and administrative personnel

Labellisé



Ecole Bleu Outremer
« Ultramarine Blue School »

South-western Indian Ocean, 27 June - 27 July 2022

A transdisciplinary floating university on the R/V Marion Dufresne 
between the islands of Reunion, Mayotte and other French territories in the area



Concept of Ecole Bleu Outremer

A « floating university » with major specificities:

• Early career professionals from 3 different backgrounds 
(scientists, mariners and artists)
• Originary from overseas territories and neighbouring
countries

• To be conducted every 2 to 4 years (overseas)

Objectives:

- Training at sea early career professionals, through the use of the tools and technology available on the French oceanographic fleet

- Creating awareness on the variety and complementarity of jobs and missions on board an oceanographic vessel

- Creating awareness on the richness and beauty of the regional marine realm

- Sharing knowledge and raising awareness on ocean sustainability issues within society, beyond the expedition participants

- Inspiring future generations from the region and mainland France on ocean related issues

• On board activities aimed at discovering ocean sciences 
and oceanographic campaigns, but also getting to 
know each other and sharing views on the ocean

• Scientists, teachers but also promoters present on 
board in order to widen the sharing of knowledge
and experiences

• Communication dimension is essential, during and 
after the campaign



Activities on board

Mixed groups of students
Scientific ‘hands-on’ activities: deck operations, lab experiments, …
Conferences and presentations on variety of topics (science, culture, …)
Commented visits of the whole vessel
And also some free time to get to know each other

Scientific themes

Plastic pollution, global change, acidification, biodiversity, marine protected areas, seismology, geochemistry, ocean
physics, …

1st edition (2022): 75 students in total

Originary from Reunion, Mayotte, as well as Kenya, Tanzania, Seychelles, Mauritius, and Madagascar 

Promoters: Roland Jourdain (French skipper and entrepreneur), Sophie Vercelletto (co-founder of Explore Funds), 
Taambati Moussa (cultural figure in Mayotte), and 3 marine scientists from Kenya, Seychelles and Comores



Outputs

- 12 short videos on Ifremer’s Youtube channel and social networks (+ shared on 
partner’s networks)

- Photo exhibitions in several places in La Réunion and Mayotte

- Stand at WIOMSA Symposium (Capetown, October 2022)

- Log book designed by CUFR students (Mayotte)

- 50-minute documentary broadcasted on French TV in June 2023

- Other ongoing projects (book, …)



Thank you
for 

your attention

Contact : 
caroline.gernez@ifremer.fr



Steering Committee

Ifremer
French Overseas Ministry
French Oceanographic Fleet
IRD
CNRS
University of La Réunion
CUFR Mayotte
WIOMSA
TAAF (French Southern and Antarctic Lands)
AFD (French Agency for Development)

Partners and sponsors

Sponsors

Research and Higher Education Ministry
AFD (French Agency for Development)
French Overseas Ministry
Agriculture Ministry
Prefecture of Mayotte
Prefecture of La Réunion
Réunion Region
IRD
CNRS
Ifremer
Fondation des mers australes
Fondation Air France
Air Austral
France Télévisions
Caméra One Télévision

Contact : Caroline.Gernez@ifremer.fr #ÉcoleBleuOutremer


