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Marine Institute Infrastructures 2 Research vessels and 1 Remotely Operated Vehicle 

Operations undertaken by 

the vessels:

 Weather Buoy Deployments 

 Oceanographic Surveys

 Fisheries Surveys including Nephrops 

(prawns) UWTV surveys

 Seabed Mapping Surveys

 Student Training 



Research Vessels Tom Crean & Celtic Explorer

 Built in 2022.

 Length Overall: 52.8m.

 Speed: Circa 12.5kt ( ~23 km/hr)

 Endurance: 21 days at sea.

 Accommodation: 15 (13 scientists, 11-13 crew) 

Total 26.

 Dry & Wet Laboratories, Storage & Freezer 

space.



Research Vessel Celtic Explorer

 Built in 2002.

 Length: 65m Beam (width): 15m.

 Maximum Speed: 16 knots (29km an hour, 

service speed 10 knots).

 Accommodation: 35 (20-22 scientists/13-

15 crew).

 Dynamic Positioning (DP).

 Huge array of scientific instrumentation. 

 Endurance 35 days at sea (max).

 https://www.marine.ie/Home/sites/defaul

t/files/VirtualTour/index.htm?language=e

n

https://www.marine.ie/Home/sites/default/files/VirtualTour/index.htm?language=en


ROV Holland I 

 Can reach depths of 3000 metres –

Designed to be deployed from the 

Celtic Explorer but can be 

deployed from other vessels

 Controlled from a 20’ workshop on 

the deck of the vessel

 Hdtv Cameras and lights

 2 x Robotic Arms

 Sample boxes

 Slurp sampler 



Spare Berths on Cruises Providing Training Opportunities 

How to apply for Spare Berths:  

RV Ops put together the vessels’ schedules each year. 

 Co-ordinate shiptime applications and offer spare 

berths if available .

 30 Bursaries per annum, average length at sea would 

be two weeks, 420 days at sea per year, estimated 

value of €40k, €640,000 value vessel access. 

 Hosted on both vessels RV Celtic Explorer and RV 

Tom Crean

http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/infrastructure-facilities/research-vessels/vessel-schedules?vessel=Celtic_Explorer&language=en


Celtic Explorer typical annual track 



Tom Crean typical annual track 



Thank You!

Questions?


