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The Oceanographic Ship Falkor - a bit of history
• Construction 1981, purchased by the 

Schmidt Ocean Institute (SOI), a private 
non-profit foundation

• 2-year refit (https://schmidtocean.org/rv-
falkor/), converted into an ocean research 
vessel 

• 14/3 2022, donation to CNR

“This donation will foster collaboration with international research 
institutes and universities involved in studying the anthropogenically 
impacted Mediterranean basin, one of the cradles of human 
civilization.

Falkor will also offer a unique opportunity to the Italian scientific 
community to work on the world’s ocean on a multi-year plan, within 
both European and other international projects.”  

Prof. Maria Chiara Carrozza (CNR President)



VESSEL PROFILE

Length overall: 82.90 m
Beam, overall: 13.00 m
Draft (design): 4.80 m
Gross tonnage: 2024 T
Engine Power: 2 x 2941 kW
Bow Thruster: 1 x  400 kW
Maximum speed: 17 knots
Cruising Speed: 11 knots
Survey Speed: 8 knots
Endurance: 36 days  
Scientific Personnel: 26 people
Crew: 18 people
Cabin: 23
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LIFE ON BOARD
• Laundry, Gym, Sauna
• Large outdoor spaces for taking a break, 

making presentations, BBQ
• Area on the counter bridge for cetacean 

sightings and more 

LIFE ON BOARD



CNR FLOATING UNIVESITY

RV Urania
4th - 9th July 2014
Messina (Italy)
Multidisciplinary Ship-based training for European 
Postgraduates and Graduates students of Marine Sciences

11 students from 9 countries (Spain, Turkey, Ghana, 
Tunisia, Greece, Germany, UK, Spain, Portugal and Italy) 

RV G. Dallaporta
17th - 23th September 2022 

Mazara del Vallo (Italy) 
Multiple platforms to measure the ocean

23 early stage researchers (17 eligible)
Participants: 8 early stage researchers from 
5 EU countries (Italy, Portugal, Greece, UK 
and Denmark)



Gaia Blu, the new multipurpose ocean research vessel of CNR

Thank you for the attention


