
NoSoAT Bärbel Wichmann, Eva–Maria 
Brodte and Karen Wiltshire

North South Atlantic Transect



NoSoAT Shipboard Training   
• Training on board a large research vessel (e.g. 

RV Polarstern) under „real life“ conditions 
• Application of low-cost devices as well as 

expensive equipment
• Ca. 4 weeks, larger distances
• 25-35 scholars per cohort (out ~750 

applications), large pool of teachers (7-10 
persons) 

• Gender and regional balance, focus on 
countries with low or emerging economies

• Easily accessible application procedure  
via web portal

• Independent reviewing process of applications
• Expeditions in 2015, 2016, 2019, 2022 onwards

NorthSouthAtlanticTransect
Bremerhaven – Cape Town



Training Modules
• Different modules incl. Outreach and 

Science communication, Oceanography, 
Bathymetry, Microbiology, Remote 
Sensing, Climate & Atmosphere, Ocean 
governance, Art & Science

• Training with a rotating module scheme



General Data of RV Polarstern

IMO Number 8013123
Owner Federal Republic of Germany; Federal Ministry of Education and Research
Operator Alfred Wegener Institute; Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research, 

Bremerhaven
Year of Construction 1982
Overall Length 117,91 m
Width 25,00 m
Draught max. 11,21 m
Registered Tonnage 
(RT)

12.614

Operation Crew 43 people
Science Crew 54 people

The Research Vessel

For more information please see the digital twin here: https://app.diconnex.com/polarstern/-?site=3773704583962405

Operates diverse devices : ROV, Gravity corer, Multicorer, benthic graps,boxcorers, diverse fishing nets ( RMT, 
Bottom trawl, beam trawl, Agassiz trawl, dredge), video and photo devices, CTD and water rossette, automatic
sampling in air and water, plankton nets, underway CTD, usage of diverse mobile gears like xBTs
Hosts diverse laboratores and woking spaces



What can NoSoAT offer to @Seanetwork?
• Advertising scholarships within 

@seanetwork community
• Access to a pool of motivated teachers 

and opportunities for teachers-to-be
• Access to one of the largest RVs with a 

wide range of modern equipment
• Regular expeditions
• Sharing experiences in organising large 

shipboard trainings 
• Sharing educational rotating module 

adepted for trading on large research 
vessels



Outlook NoSoAT
• Next Shipboard training scheduled 

for November / December 2025
• Training on RV Polarstern on 

transect between Bremerhaven 
and Walvis Bay / Namibia 

• Call will open in January 2025
• 25 scholars will be selected
• Planning for teaching modules 

and selection committee started
• Opportunities will be shared in 

@seanetwork



Partners and collaborators



Thank you for your attention

We aim to train ocean 
experts to address 
the sustainability of 
our global ocean, 

promoting excellence 
and moral sounding

Baerbel.wichmann@awi.de Eva-maria.brodte@awi.de Karen.wiltshire@awi.de
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