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Why an All-Atlantic Floating University Network?

Hands-on training at sea is critical to prepare the 
new generation of ocean scientists and 
technicians we need

Opportunity to build on and bring together highly 
successful and funded training at sea programs 
from various Atlantic countries

Jointly identify and address capacity development 
gaps and needs in training at sea across Atlantic 
countries, particularly in developing countries

Promote transatlantic innovative and targeted 
training at sea, building on sharing of best 
practices
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2nd Network Meeting – 8-9th Feb 2024
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https://www.ua.pt/pt/atseanetwork



Bottom up initiative – Aanchor CSA – (AA-TP)

Built on existing programs and infrastructures

AIMS 

Facilitate, optimize and maximize training at sea 
opportunities across the Atlantic.

Promote higher level of cooperation/ 
coordination across existing initiatives, exploit 
synergies and share best practices

Promote coordinated training at sea at various 
levels with an All-Atlantic perspective, in a 
multidisciplinary, intergenerational, 
transdisciplinary and multicultural environment

Promote cross- and North/South Atlantic 
mobility of trainees and trainers within the 
network

27 Countries

41 National Programmes

3 Cruises in 2023, 5 berths

Eurofleets+, POGO
UN Decade ECOP Network
AirCenter, 1 Maritime Sector

@SeaNetwork

Universities
Marine Institutes
Hydrographic Surveys
Ocean Foundations



@SeaNetwork

Encourage new Training at Sea programs to 
emerge and join

Create innovative and targeted approaches to 
overcome ocean issues, including promoting 
opportunities for Science/Policy dialog at sea.

Benefit from thematic and calendar 
complementarities

Contribute to the goals of the Galway and 
Belém Statements, the Washington AAORIA 
Declaration (2022), the UN Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable Development and the 
European Mission “Restore our Ocean and 
Waters by 2030” objectives in Capacity 
Development and Ocean Literacy 



@SeaNetwork

3 COMPLETED CRUISES nationally funded (since the oficial start of the @SeaNetwork, dec. 2022)

Student mobility supported by POGO, national institutions and participants

RV BELGICA, SCHMEAGOL - JUNE 2023,
Porcupine Seabight - 2 berths (PT and BR)

RV AGULHAS II, SEAMESTER - JUNE 2023,
Agulhas current, SA  - 1 berths (NAM)

RV BELGICA, NORSEAT - SEPT. 2023,
Shetland - 2 berths (BR and ARG)

Catarina Fernandes (PT)   Luis Gustavo Valle (BR)   Arisha September (NAM)   Camila Stempels (ARG)  Yan Weber Mesquita (BR)

I always had the dream of taking part in a large oceanographic 

campaign, but I never imagined this beautiful experience. CS 

(ARG)

The interactions and knowledge shared during this expedition 

have left a remarkable impact on my scientific journey (PT).

This experience will without a doubt contribute towards my 

studies and assist in my journey towards understanding our 

changing oceans (NAM).



@SeaNetwork

NETWORK MEETINGS

1st @SeaNetwork meeting Univ. 

Cape Town, S. Africa, Dec 2022 (Hybrid)

31 participants

21 training at sea programs

16 countries

+ POGO, EUROFLEETS+
AIR CENTRE, ECOP Network

• Presentations of Training Programs
• Approval of Terms of Reference (ToR)
• Election of Steering Committee

Limited funding from AANChor CSA allowed the 
network creation and the network members to 
meet in person, which was crucial for the 
@SeaNetwork creation and success!

2nd Network Meeting 
(Online)
8-9th Feb. 2024!!
Looking for more 
opportunities in 2024!

Hope for continued support with the new CSA, as 
participating countries and programs are continuing their
active support and providing berths and training 
opportunities. 
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Thank you for your attention !!

https://www.ua.pt/pt/atseanetwork


