
SMART: Strategic Marine Alliance for Research and Training

Partnership that builds capacity for marine research, monitoring and resource management 
through the delivery of accredited offshore training programmes to students, researchers 

and practitioners of marine sciences and technologies.  

Partners include Atlantic Technological University, University of Galway, University College 
Cork, INFOMAR, Geological Survey of Ireland, and the Marine Institute.



SMART Rationale is Capacity Building
Structured student access to Research Vessels builds capacity
SMART started in 2011 to do this

SMART  Operation and Governance
Based in the Marine and Freshwater Research Centre at ATU
Steering Committee composed of reps from each partner
• Ian O’Connor: ATU
• Aodhan Fitzgerald: Marine Institute
• Andy Wheeler: UCC
• Anthony Grehan: NUI Galway
• John Boyd ATU

2023 SMART Partners
Atlantic Technological University, Marine Institute, University  of Galway and University  College Cork are core partners 
Additional support from INFOMAR the national seabed mapping agency and the and Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) 



2023 Platform and Programmes
RV Tom Crean
• RV Tom Crean (53m LOA) delivered in 2022
• Accommodates 10 students & 3 Instructors
• 36 days shiptime 2023
• Multibeam, Sub-bottom, CTD, ADCP, Drop camera, Cores 

& Grabs, Trawls and plankton nets

National RV Training Programme 2023 Students Days Surveys

• University of Galway Marine and Earth and Ocean Sciences 50 10 5

• GIS and Remote Sensing: INFOMAR & Maynooth University 20 4 2

• Socio-Marine Economic Marine Research Unit (SEMRU) 12 1 1

• SMART Science@Sea 2023 10 2 1

• GIS and Remote Sensing: INFOMAR & UCD 20 2 2

• UCC Geologists and Earth Scientists 40 8 4

• Atlantic Technological University IMBRSEA 20 4 2

• Atlantic Technological University Applied Marine Science 50 5 5

224 36 22



SMART Marine Institute RV Bursaries
• Accredited in 2020 as GFF09003 Marine Research Vessel Data Collection and Surveying 10ECTS NFQ 9
• Fully funded up to 2023 with provision for up to 75 students and 915 survey days
• Students receive stipend of €95/diem

Benefits
• Provides training and mentoring on annual MI surveys
• Students network with established scientists and research leaders
• Open to graduates, postgraduates and marine practitioners
• Successful applicants often progress from National Research Vessel Training Programmes

2023 RV Bursaries
24 Bursaries for 305 nights at sea
3 Acoustic Survey Legs, 7 Groundfish Survey Legs & 2 Underwater TV Survey Legs
Open to graduates and postgraduates at Irish and EU Universities
For now fisheries surveys



Programme Metrics 2011-2022

National Research Vessel Training Programmes support accredited UG & PG modules at
• UCC (PG & UG)
• NUI Galway (PG & UG)
• Maynooth University (PG)

Accredited as stand-alone PG modules at ATU
• AGFF09003 Marine Research Vessel Data Collection and Surveying
• BIOL09001 Applied Marine Biological Sampling Applied Marine Biological Data Collection

Also 
• Science@Sea CPD for graduates, postgrads and professionals

Research Vessel Bursaries
• Up to 25/annum on Marine Institute Annual Research Surveys

International Research Vessel Training Programmes
• Aligned to EUROFLEETS

Strand Students
1. National Research Vessel Training Programmes 1942
2. Themed SMART Workshops 208
3. International Research Vessel Training Programmes 141
4.  Research Vessel Bursaries 82
Total for all programmes 2373


