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MISSION

To promote sustainable development and responsible utilization of marine 

and coastal resources based on environmentally sound management for the 

benefit of Namibia and the people of the SADC Region and beyond.

VISION 

To become a centre of excellence in science and technology research in 

marine and coastal resources, in order to contribute to global efforts to 

promote food security and eradicate poverty.

An operating unit of the United Nations University – Institute for Natural 

Resources in Africa (UNU-INRA)
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SANUMARC - Brief

SANUMARC serves Namibia through promoting research, innovation and 

development (RID) activities in the field of marine and coastal resources, 

taking into consideration the unique comparative and competitive 

advantage of the Benguela cold current ecosystem and the straddling 

desert environment. 
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SANUMARC in 2011  

SANUMARC in 2002  

SANUMARC - Facilities

SANUMARC in 2017  
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SANUMARC – Research Focus Areas

RESEARCH
FOCUS AREAS

Aquaculture 

Renewable Energy Research

Water Resources R&D

Coastal & Desert Agriculture

Biogeochemistry

Community Outreach

Fish and Fisheries

Algal Research

Mushroom Research

Land-Ocean-Atmosphere 
Interactions

Innovation and Development
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Regional Graduate Network in Oceanography

(RGNO) 

- It is a Network in Oceanography

- Targeting Graduate Students

- Extended to Science Teachers to impact Ocean Literacy in 

Schools

- Specialized topics taught at Postgraduate level

- Write proposals

- Conduct research

- Write Report and Papers

- Present Results at a Symposium



A short history of how RGNO 

programs link internationally

1971 Microbial Ecology / Diversity Course

Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, USA

1980 Microbial Ecology & Evolution Course, University of Zürich, 

Switzerland

1998 SCOR Bellagio Meeting. Launch of the RGNO model

2000 ECODIM as part of ASI, Concepcion, Chile

2002 GeoBio, initiated by Agouron, USC → CalTech

2014 RGNO, UNAM & NatMIRC, Namibia

More SCOR RGNOs ?

Professor Kurt Hannselman



Biogeochemical prerequisites of 

an ecosystem and its evolution

 LIFE SUPPORT

METABOLIC PRODUCTS →



Prerequisites for an RGNO

H:

An idea and people who subscribe to it

Projects that define the contents of the idea

Confidence that the projects can be realised

C:

A location best suited to execute the 

projects

Infrastructure to do the research

Accommodations to collaborate and 

exchange ideas

O:

Funding for certain 

period

People who work and 

contribute

Institutional 

commitment

H

CO

RGNO

Regional Graduate 

Network in 

Oceanography



What is RGNO’s impact factor?
Instructor

s

Namibia

South 

Africa

USA

Switzerland

France

Chile

Germany

Students

Namibia

Kenya

South Africa

Senegal

Egypt

Morocco

Nigeria

Mauritius

Cameroon

Greece

Switzerland

USA
Poland

Portugal

Brazil

Estonia

Germany

Italy

Spain

Scotland

Russia
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R/V WELWITSCHIA MIRABILIS 

- National Research Vessel for the Ministry of Fisheries and 

Marine Resources

- Provides Excellent Research and Teaching Laboratory

- RGNO Research Cruises – 2 weeks per year

- Students and Instructors onboard



Thank you

Prepared by:

Dr Samuel Kakambi Mafwila, Director: SANUMARC & Sam Nujoma 

Campus, University of Namibia, Henties Bay, Namibia.

Tel: +26464502600; E-mail: smafwila@unam.na

©️2022

mailto:smafwila@unam.na

